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Problem and objective of the study.
Street prostitution was increasing day by day, and therefore the police department decides to make an effort to solve this problem in 2002. Prostitution and drug dealing in the streets were among the issues raising concern of the community. This research is, therefore, conducted to determine the prevailing knowledge and belief about prostitution in Raleigh. The study would also be used to examine the features of the environment and the market for prostitution. Therefore, the study is conducted primarily to understand more about prostitutes and their customers and how effective the criminal justice system was in handling the problem. The final objective of the study is to determine the perceptions of the residents about the vice.
Research questions.
The study focused on answering the following questions.
 How effective is the criminal justice system in solving the problem of prostitution? 
	What are the perceptions of the residents in the areas where prostitution is high?
	What are the characteristics of the environment and market of prostitution?
Subjects for study.
To answer the research questions, the subject population for this study was all the prostitutes arrested and charged by the police department. Arrest data would provide information about the prostitute population. All prostitutes studied were studied lived near the prostitution and drug market. Prostitutes studied were aged between eighteen to fifty-four years. the citizens living in the neighborhood where prostitution was high were studied to determine their perceptions about the problem.
Measurement.
The independent variable in this research is the effectiveness of the criminal justice system, characteristics of the market, and environment for prostitution and perception of residents about the problem of prostitution. The dependent variable in this research was the arrest data, which had addresses that could be traced. Another variable is the proximity of the prostitutes concerning the market and drug trafficking sites.

Data collection.
The data was collected through a survey that was developed by the police department. It was designed with elements that would enable them to know more about prostitutes, business practices, customers, and social needs. Four surveys were completed with prostitutes. There was also a survey conducted on citizens to understand their beliefs and perception of this problem. The arrest data was important in determining the time and location where prostitution is likely to take place. Records and data from the court on arrested prostitutes were obtained, and paper reports from the court's administrative office to understand the criminal justice system in handling the problem. surveillance was also done by police officers on the streets to understand to market of prostitution.




Analysis.
From the data collected about the profile of prostitutes who had been arrested, police were able to determine the existence of some locations where prostitution was clustered. Twenty-five streets among the thirty-eight had recorded about two hundred arrests. The police department made conclusions based on the available data from the survey conducted on both the prostitutes and citizens. They were able to determine the features of the market and perceptions of citizens. A descriptive analysis was used in this study. Logic and experience of police officers was very important in interpretation of the data collected.
Results.
Citizens in the neighborhood believed that the customers of prostitution came from outside the area and that customers hooked up with their customers through a car and not on foot. Police, through surveillance, identified seventy vehicles that were fitting the profile described of a prostitute customer. Prostitution cases were also subjects to different responses by the district court judges. The frequent re-arrests following release showed that it was not a deterrent to prostitution. The most frequent sentences were between thirty to sixty days and probation. Citizen responses also showed a relationship between drugs and prostitution as they get drugs after prostitution.


	

